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EFORE we try to establish a more intimate relation between
the problems of cultural anthropology and those of psychia-
try than is generally recognized, it will be well to emphasize

the apparent differences of subject matter and purpose which
seem to separate them as disciplines concerned with human
behavior. In the main, cultural anthropology has emphasized the
group and its traditions in contradistinetion to individual vari-
ations of behavior. It aims to discover the generalized forms of
action, thought and feeling which, in their complex interrelated-
ness, constitute the culture of a community. Whether the ultimate
aim of such a study is to establish a typical sequence of institu-
tional forms in the history of man, or to work out a complete
distributional survey of patterns and cultural types over the globe,
or to make an exhaustive desecriptive analysis of as many cultures
as possible in order that fundamental sociological laws may be
arrived at, is important, indeed, for the spirit and method of
actual research in the field of human culture. But all these
approaches agree in thinking of the individual as a more or less
passive carrier of tradition or, to speak more dynamically, as the
infinitely variable actualizer of ideas and of modes of behavior
. “Which are implicit in the structure and tradition of a given soclety
"It is what all the individuals of a society have in common in their
mutual relations which is supposed to constitute the true subject
matter of cultural anthropology and sociology. If the testimony
of an individual is set down as such, as often happens in our
anthropological monographs, it is not because of an interest in
the individual himself as a matured and single organism of ideas
but in his assumed typicality for the community as a whole.
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