ANTHROPOLOGY 361, THE ECOLOGY OF HUMAN EVOLUTION

SPRING, 2001, McBREARTY, TUESDAYS, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

     This course treats early human ancestors as part of past ecosystems.  We will look at how ancient hominids interacted with their environment, how ecological information is extracted from fossil sites, how this information is incorporated into reconstructions of early human life, and how models of early human behavior can be derived from the study of present day foraging peoples and non-human primates.

COURSE STRUCTURE & REQUIREMENTS

     The course will be conducted as a seminar. Your class participation is vital, and you will attend class meetings having done the readings and prepared to participate actively in class discussion. You will write either three short essays (8-15 pages) or one short and one longer (maximum of 30 pages) essay during the course of the semester on topics related to the course material.  I will suggest a range of topics from which you may choose, or you may come up with a topic independently, but you must consult with me on the topics of your essays.  You may be asked or you may volunteer to give a short presentation based upon the reading, upon your paper, or on anther topic relevant to the course. Your grade will be based upon the quality of your essays, your class presentation (if any), and your level of participation in class discussion.  The latter is very important.

WEEKLY DISCUSSION TOPICS (Not cast in stone; your suggestions are welcome)

January 30. Organizational meeting, Synopsis of human evolution.

February 6. Adaptation, speciation, extinction.

February 13. Environments in time & space; paleoenvironmental reconstruction.

February 20. The tropical habitat; fauna & environments.

February 27. Primate models for hominid behavior. (First essay due.)

March 6. Why bipedalism? 

March 9. Hominid species diversity: competition and adaptation. 

March 13. Hominids as carnivores. 

March 20. No class: Spring break

March 27. Vegetation history. (Second essay due.)
April 3. Invasion of the temperate zone, life in the deep freeze.

April 10. Megafaunal extinctions. 

April 17. The hunter-gatherer success story?

April 24. Ecological context of food production.

May 8. Wild card! (Third essay due.)

McBREARTY’s WHEREABOUTS: Office: 433 Beach Hall, tel: 486-2857

fax: 486-1719 (dept); 860-659-1242 (home); email: mcbrearty@unconn.edu

Office hours: Mondays and Wednesday, 4-5 pm, or by appointment. 
