Anthropology 226: Peoples and Cultures of North America

Spring 2007: Tu/Th 9:30pm – 10:45pm Young-AG 332
Instructor: Blaire Gagnon 



Email: Blaire.Gagnon@uconn.edu 

Office: Beach 401




Office Hours: Tu/Th By Appointment

Required Texts: Available in the Co-op
Lurie, Nancy ed.

1961 Mountain Wolf Woman, Sister of Crashing Thunder: The Autobiography of a 
Winnebago Indian. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.
Ortiz, Alfonso
1969 The Tewa World: space, time, being, and becoming in a Pueblo society. Chicago: University of Chicago Press
Shkilnyk, Anastasia

1985 A Poison Stronger Than Love: The Destruction of an Ojibwa Community. New 

Haven: Yale University Press.

Speck, Frank G.
2004 
Ethnology of the Yuchi Indians. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press

Tedlock, Barbara

1992 The Beautiful and the Dangerous: Encounters with the Zuni Indians. 

Albuquerque: University of New Mexico

Gerald Vizenor

1998
Fugitive Poses: Native American Scenes of Absence and Presence. Lincoln: 

University of Nebraska Press
Additional Readings: 

Available through WebVista’s ECR module
Course Description and Goals:

This course is designed to present the student with a survey of representative Native American cultures as they existed prior to the twentieth-century, together with a view of modern Native Americans. To accomplish this goal, this course will introduce students to Native North America through ethnographies chosen to illustrate the cultural diversity to be found in Native America historically and today.  Key anthropological issues such as the historical development of the field of anthropology, cultural change, anthropological writing, and power will be considered.  Students are expected to be active participants in this course as it will run in a seminar, not a lecture, format. The goals of this course are

1. to engage the students in the process of learning.

2. to introduce students to the cultural diversity of Native North America 

3. to introduce students to ethnography and specifically Native ethnography

4. to critically analyze Native ethnography as a historical and contemporary contribution to Native Studies.

Course Grading:

Responses



60 %


Attendance/Class Participation
20 % 


Final Exam



20 % 


Total




500 pts

Grading Scale:

Final grades will be determined using the following percentages

93 - 100 %

A


73 - 76 %

C

90 -   92 %

A-


70 - 72 %

C-

87 -   89 %

B+


67 - 69 % 

D+

83 -   86 %

B


60 - 66 %

D

80 -   82 %

B-


59 % and below
F

77 -   79 %


Explanation of Assignments: 

Readings:  This class has a heavy reading load and all readings are required.  Assigned readings should be completed before class of the day assigned.  Some of the larger readings will be discussed in sections.  Most of your grade is based on these readings and your critical engagement with them through discussion, writing assignments, and the final exam.  
Final Exam: There will be one exam for this course: a final.  The final exam will be primarily essay format and will constitute 20% of your final grade. A list of questions will be given to students before the exam day.  Exam questions will be drawn from these questions.   Thus, there will be no surprises.  However, because the questions are given ahead of time, it is expected that the student will be well prepared. No notes or prepared outlines will be allowed during the exam.  The only way for a student to take the final on a day other than that scheduled by the University is to get permission of the Dean.  The final will be cumulative in the sense that the student’s body of knowledge and conceptual understanding should have expanded throughout the semester.  The final will be designed to measure this improvement in the student’s understanding of Native America and its relationship to American anthropology.  
Responses:  For almost every assigned reading section and film you will be required to produce a written response.  Responses will entail the thoughtful engagement of the specific text content, ethnography as a particular form of knowledge production, and the relationship between the study of North American indigenous populations and the field of American anthropology.  Responses will be written inside and outside of class so attendance is very important for completing these assignments.  Moreover, these responses must be completed prior to the discussion of the assigned reading for they will form a resource for you in class participation.  These responses will constitute 60% of your class grade and will be a key resource for your exam.  There are scheduled 17 different responses and the lowest 2 grades will be dropped.  More details will be posted on Webct as we move forward.  
Class Participation: Students are expected to attend all classes, complete all readings, and actively participate in all discussions.  Twenty-percent of your class grade will be on participation.  This is a significant percentage of your grade.  Additionally, this is a subjective grade based on the student’s attendance, his/her willingness to verbally participate in discussion,  submission of reading responses, commitment to learning, and demonstrated preparation for discussion.  The only excused absences are illness with documentation and athletic obligations that are documented before hand. Class attendance will be taken daily.
Course Schedule: (this schedule may change depending on course development)
Week 1: Jan. 16:  Course Introduction and Review of Syllabus

   Jan. 18: Anthropology and Ethnography


     Reading: “Reading Ethnography” pp 231-239


     Response 1: In class 

Week 2:   Jan. 23: Anthropology and Native America: pre-Morgan to Boas

 Reading: Introduction to Speck’s Ethnology of the Yuchi Indians by 
Jason  Biard Jackson pp v-xvi
   Response 2: Due via Webct Wed. Jan. 24 by 12 noon
    Jan. 25:  Salvage Ethnography – Discussion of Reading
Week 3:  Jan. 30: Discussion: Frank Speck



Reading: Finish Speck’s Ethnology of the Yuchi Indians


Response 3: 

Feb. 1: Alfred Kroeber and Culture Areas


    Reading: Kroeber, Alfred 1939 “Cultural and Natural Areas of Native North America.”  




University of California Publications in American Archaeology and 




Ethnology 38
Week 4: Feb. 6: Film: Ishi, the last Yahi(60 min.) Library Video Theatre 1

    Feb. 8: Activism, Applied Anthropology and Acculturation Studies



     Reading: Redfield, Robert “Memorandum for the Study of Acculturation.” 
    American Anthropologist 38: 149-152 available through Jstor
    Response 4:  

    
Week 5:  Feb. 13 & 15  Autobiography as Ethnography 


  
 Reading: Mountain Wolf Woman 

  
 Response 5: 

Week 6: Feb. 20:  Revitalization, Resistance and Rethinking



      Reading: Vine Deloria Jr.  1969 “Anthropologists and Other Friends”  Chapter 
4: In Custer Died for Your Sins: An Indian Manifesto. London: Collier 




Macmillan Publishing


       Response :

 Feb. 22: :  Shkilnyk, Anastasia’s A Poison Stronger Than Love



Reading: Part I: A Community Destroyed pp1-49


       Response 7:
Week 7: Feb. 27: Film: The Sprit of Crazy Horse (60 min.) 

   Mar. 1: A Poison Stronger Than Love Part II: Exodus of Extinction pp 51-176


    Response 8:

Week 8: Mar. 6 & 8:  No Classes !!! Spring Break
Week 9: Mar. 13:  A Poison Stronger Than Love Part III: River of Poison and Postscript




 pp. 177-242


      Response: 9:


   Mar. 15:  Symbolic Anthropology, Cultural Ecology and the rise of Native 




Ethnography





Reading: Alfonso Ortiz’s The Tewa World, Forward, Preface and 

Introduction pp.  xi-11
Week 10: Mar. 20: The Tewa World 



Reading: Chpts 2, 3, & 4, pp. 12-78




Response 10:


     Mar. 22: The Tewa World


         Reading: Chpts 5 & 6, pp. 79-137



         Response 11:                                  
Week 11: Mar. 27:  
Feminist and Gender Studies



       
Reading: Medicine, Bea 1983 “Warrior Women: Sex Role Alternatives for 




Plains Indian Women.” In the Hidden Half: Studies of Plains Indian 




Women, ed. Patricia Albers and Beatrice Medecine, pp. 267-280. 




Washington, DC: The University Press of America.



Response 12:

     Mar. 29: Film: Victor Masayesva, Jr.’s .Imagining Indians (30 min).



Response 13:
Week 12: Apr. 3: Postmodern or “post-indian” ethnography  

      Reading:     Gerald Vizenor”s  Fugitive Poses: Native American Scenes of 

Absence and Presence. Just the introduction pp. 1-22
      
     Apr. 5:  Fugitive Poses Chpts 1 & 2, pp. 23-118


       Response 14:
Week 13: Apr. 10: Fugitive Poses Chpts 4 & 5, pp. 145-200. 



*Note we are not reading Chpt 3.



        Response 15:

     Apr. 12:  Film: Smoke Signals (90 min.)
Reading:  Barbara Tedlock’s The Beautiful and the Dangerous pp. vi-111
Week 14: Apr. 17: Film: Smoke Signals


      Reading: The Beautiful and the Dangerous pp. 112-204

      Response 16:
   
      Apr. 19
Narrative Ethnography




Reading: The Beautiful and the Dangerous pp. 205-290




Response 17:
Week 15: Apr. 24: Review for final

     Apr. 26:  No Class

Final:  Monday April 30 10:30-12:30 
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